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Racist Attacks on the Increase, Says Human-Rights Group 

By Yevgenia Borisova 
STAFF WRITER 
MOSCOW - More dark-skinned people are being harassed by the police and refused residency permits, jobs and health care in a sign that ethnic and religious intolerance are on the rise across Russia, said a human-rights report presented Tuesday in Washington. 

The 400-page report by the Moscow Helsinki Group puts the blame for the growth of xenophobia squarely on the shoulders of the authorities.

"They actually refuse to recognize the growing problem of nationalism and xenophobia in the country," said the report, which was presented at a meeting of the United States Helsinki Commission.

The report comes just months after President Vladimir Putin signed into law a bill to crack down on hate crimes. There has been no significant decline in the number of reports of racist and anti-Semitic attacks in recent months.

Jozsef Gyorke, the representative of the United Nations Human Rights Commissioner in Russia, raised the issue at a recent news conference. "I am seeing more and more examples of xenophobia and intolerance in Russia, and it surprises me," he said. "I cannot understand how, in the country where over 20 million people died of fascism, skinhead youths could march chanting fascist slogans.

"What sort of a country is it where people are divided into second and third-rate citizens?" he said. "I see such examples every day wherever I go."

The report, released in Moscow last month, explores themes such as xenophobia and the law, xenophobia in law enforcement, and xenophobia in media reports and everyday life.

The report said that the most vulnerable ethnic groups are Chechens, Gypsies, Meschetian Turks and Jews, and that the problem was exacerbated by the campaign of 1994 to 1996 in Chechnya.

"The first Chechen war triggered the trend of labeling people 'a person of Caucasian nationality,' 'Chechen' and 'bandit,'" the report said. "Widespread cruelty against noncombatant Chechens, practiced from the start of the first Chechen war, has graphically shown that the federal military has made no distinction between peaceful local residents and the 'notorious' bandits, so the conflict was perceived [by the population] as one between Chechnya and Russia."

The report describes instances of abuse. Although Chechens are the most targeted ethnic group, other groups from the Caucasus region are also abused, it said. For example, page 179 of the English-language version describes the case of an Azeri national, Ramin Gusseinov, 25, who was severely beaten by the police after being detained a day after his Moscow residency permit expired in October 2000. The police "took the detained Azeri over to the police station, brought him into a briefing room, ordered him to face the wall, and launched an interrogation procedure," the report said. "As the rookie Y. Adanyayev [a police sergeant] slugged the Azeri in the kidneys, liver, and legs - all the while trying not to leave any visible traces - the more experienced A. Yevdokimov [a police major] just looked on."

In court, where both officers were sentenced to six months' probation, Yevdokimov said that "blacks" - a word many Russians use for dark-skinned people - deserved to be treated more roughly, said the report. "The blacks have some nerve," he was quoted as saying. "Look, they have spread out across Moscow now. We, the honest cops, work like dogs, and they try to prosecute us."

As the police officers left the court house they were welcomed as national heroes by a group of skinheads. They saluted the officer and shouted, "Heil Hitler! Glory to Russia!" 

